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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  51st  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Barry 

Port  Health  Authority. 

The  Report  covers  the  work  of  the  Authority  during  the  year 
and  is  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Memorandum  204/ SA  as  modified 
by  Circular  1937,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  Port  Health 

Authorities • 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PORT. 

The  limits  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  are 
indicated  in  my  1938  Report. 

GENERAL . 

The  year  1939  has  been  an  eventful  one  and  owing  to  the 
international  situation  that  existed  from  September  1938,  to  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  1939,  the  position  at  the  Docks  has  necessitated 
constant  vigilance,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  question  of  diseases 
A satisfactory  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  absence  of  any 
infectious  sickness j in  fact  the  number  of  cases  of  sickness-  reported 
during  the  voyage  or  on  arrival  has  been  negligible ? 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  re-cast  the  hours  of 
working  for  the  port  sanitary  inspectors  but  the  suggestions  of  the 
Council,  as  confirmed  by  resolution  were  not  practicable  and  the 
ordinary  shift  system  is  still  being  worked.  This  has  been  more 
necessary  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  as  vessels  are  being  docked  at  all 
hours • 

The  more  important  features  of  pert  health  work,  viz., 

(1)  Disease,  (2)  Condition  of  crew  * s quarters,  (3)  Deratisation  of 
ships,  have  been  systematically  dealt  with*  The  question  of  disease 
has  been  already  commented  upon;  the  questions  of  dealing  with 
structural  sanitary  alterations,  improved  conditions  of  crew!s  quarters 
etc.,  are  however,  becoming  increasingly  difficult.  Up  to  a point  the 
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success  of  the  previous  year  was  well  maintained.  Ship  owners,  agents, 
and  superintendents  have  accepted  the  inevitable  and  have  endeavoured 
to  meet  both  statutory  and  moral  obligations  to  the  sea-faring 
community • 

The  detailed  list  of  defects  discovered  indicates  the  extent 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  this  connection,  but  this  has  required  very 
much  more  'following  up'  than- would  have  been  the  case  in  normal  times* 
The  work  that  would  come  under  the  heading  of  "cleansing"  has  been 
somewhat  easier  of  accomplishment  because  seamen  can  more  or  less 
accept  or  reject  a ship,  due  of  course  to  the  restricted  number  of  men 
available,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  owners  to  provide  cleaner 
quarters  and  better  conditions.  Circumstances  however,  have  often 
resulted  in  the  restriction  of  living  spaces  and  complaints  in  this 
connection  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  is  however,  in  connection  with  the  major  defects  that 
difficulty  has  been  experienced.  For  instance,  such  conditions  as; 

(a)  Closets  without  water  supplies  or  only  intermittent  supplies, 

(b) obsolete  and  unsatisfactory  trough  closets,  (c)  provision  of  wash- 
houses, (d)  provision  of  suitable  clothes  lockers,  (e)  provision  of 
suitable  food  lockers,  (f)  living  in  unregistered  spaces,  - are  under 
present  circumstances  difficult  of  alteration* 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  assistance 
received  from  H.M. Customs  Officers,  Board  of  Trade  Officials,  the 
Officers  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Docks  Authorities,  the  Harbour 
Master  and  Pilots,  who  have  co-operated  in  the  maintenance  of  Public 
Health  and  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the  Port. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Port  Health  Authority  for  the  courtesy  with  which  they  have 
considered  my.  suggestions  and  recommendations,  also  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr .T.L.Spickett,  who  has  furnished  me 
with  the  necessary  figures  on  which  the  Report  is  based. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E. I.  DAVIES, 


15th  March,  1940 


Port  Medical  Officer 
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SHIP  INSPECTION. 

Table  A.  (Ministry  of  Health),  shows  the  number  of  ships 
inspected  during  1939, 


Number  Inspected. 

No.  reported 
to  be 

Defective . 

No.  of  vessels 
on  which  Defects 
were  remedied. 

No.  of  vessels 
reported  as 
having,  or  having 
had  during  the 
voyage  Infectious 
Disease  on  Board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector . 

71 

909 

337 

283 

6 

SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  For  the  Port.  Drinking  water  is  supplied  by  the  town. 

(b)  For  Shipping.  The  same  supply  as  in  (a)  is  used  for  shipping. 

(c)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition.  There  are  no 
water-boats  in  use  in  the  Port. 

Twenty-eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  ships  supplied. 

In  each  case  where  the  water  was  found  unsatisfactory,  the  tafaks  were 

emptied  and  cleansed  before  taking  a fresh  supply  of  water  on  board. 

R-.  suits  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies 

from  Ships. 


Number  of 
Samples . 

Satisfactory . 

Moderate 

Purity. 

Doubtful 

Purity. 

Contaminated. 

28 

21 

6 

1 

PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS,  1953. 

The  working  of  these  Regulations  was  reported  in  detail  In 
the  1938  Report . 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


The  bacteriological  examination  of  rats  for  plague  and  other 


bacteriological  or  pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  following  table  gives  details  relating  to  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  in  seamen  during  the  year. 


1939. 

Syphilis . 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Non- 

Venereal 

Totals . 

Cases . 
Total 

66 

5 

47 

15 

133 

New 

54 

4 

35 

15 

108 

Attendances » 
Total 

324 

9 

173 

20 

526 

New 

249 

8 

105 

20 

382 

Included  in  the  totals  of  new  cases,  the  following  patients  have 
previously  attended  at  other  Clinics,  Syphilis  - 46  patients. 
Gonorrhoea  - 11  patients. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels , 1959 . 
Table  C.  - (Ministry  of  Health) 


Disease • 

Number  of  cases  during  1939. 

No . of 

vessels  concerned. 

Passengers . 

Crew . 

Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery . 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

Influenza. 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria. 

1 

1 

Pneumonia. 

- 

2 

2 

Venereal  Disease. 

- 

5 

2 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

1 

1 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness 

occurring  on  vessels 

during  the 

voyage,  but  dispo 

sed  of  prior 

to  arrival. 

Table  D.  - (Ministry  of  Health) 

Number  of  cases  during  1939. 

No.  of 

Passengers . 

Crew  • 

vessels  concerned. 

Enteric  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

Influenza . 

— 

- 

- 

Malaria • 

- 

- 

- 

Plague . 

- 

- - 

- 

Small  Pox. 

- 

- 

- 

Venereal  Disease. 

- 

1 

1 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  rats  destroyed  on  vessels 


during  1939. 


ON  VESSELS. 


Table  E.  - (Ministry 

of  Health). 

Found  to  be 

Number  destroyed. 

Number  examined. 

infected  with  Plague. 

1,904 

336 

Nil. 
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In  Docks, Quays, Wharves  and  Warehouses . 

Continuous  measures  against  rat  prevalence  of  premises  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  docks,  on  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  Lave  been 
carried  out,  and  the  undermentioned  table  shows  the  numoer  ox 
destroyed  during  1939. 


Table  F.  - (Ministry  of  Health). 


Number 

Found  to  be 

Number  destroyed. 

Examined. 

infected  with  Plague 

187 

28 

Nil . 

defe cts  of  sanitation. 


During  the  year,  337  informal  notices  were  served  on  owners  and 
masters  of  vessels  requiring  them  to  remedy  defects  discovered  after 
routine  inspections.  These  notices  specified  913  defects  of  sanitation 
and  represented  80  defects  of  orginial  construction,  263  wear  anc.  tear, 
and  570  lack  of  cleanliness. 

The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  the  defects  discovered,  durin 


the  year. 


(Defects' 

discov- 

ered. 


Defects 
not 

remedied. 


Ventilation. 

Unventilated  Crew’s  Quarters.  •••  • •• 

” Food  Lockers.  •••  ••• 

Ventilation  insufficient  in  Provision 

Stores.  ... 


1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 


LIGHTING  AND  HEATING. 

Insufficient  lighting  in  Crew’s  Quarters. 
” heating  " " 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

W.C’s.  without  water  supply.  • •• 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ... 

No  water  closet  accommodation  ... 

No  Sanitary  Tanks • • • • 

CREWS  QUARTERS. 

No  Food  Lockers.  •••  ••• 

No  Wash-houses . • • • • • • 

Unregistered  Space  ...  ••• 

T o t al  . . . 


• tt 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


• » • 
• • • 
• • • 


• • • 


13 

9 

4 

2 

1 

“1 

37 

20 

5 

3 

2 

1 

7 

A 

80 

50 

4 

2 

17 

n 

Uj 

1 
3 

30 
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Defects  continued. 


Defect: 


Defects 

Discovered. 

Defects 
remedied. , 

not 

remedied 

STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS  THROUGH 

WEAR  AND  TEAR. 

Defective  Bunks  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

- 

" Bulkheads 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

6 

Dead  lights  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

4 

— 

Doors 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

10 

1 

Deck  lights  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

— 

Flooring 

9 0 0 

• • • 

9 

7 

2 

Food  Lockers . . • 

# • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

- 

Hawse  Pipes  • • . 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

- 

Ice  Chests  . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

- 

" and  leaky  overhead  Decks 

• • • 

28 

28 

- 

Radiators  • . • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

- 

M Side  Ports  and  Glasses 

• • • 

76 

70 

6 

Skylights  ... 

• • « 

• • • 

5 

4 

1 

Steam  Pipes  . ♦ . 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

” Stove  and  Fittings... 

• • • 

30 

22 

8 

Ventilators  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

— 

" Water  closet  and 

Fittings . • 

69 

50 

19 

Miscellaneous  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

6 

2 

Total 

• • • 

263 

224 

39 

DIRT,  AND  OTHER  CONDITIONS 

PREJUDICIAL 

. 

TO  HEALTH. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse... 

• • • 

• • ♦ 

36 

30 

6 

Dirty  Bilges  . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Bunks  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

Cabins 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

— 

" Crews  Quarters  . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

101 

91 

10 

Food  Lockers  . . • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

9 

1 

Galleys  ... 

♦ • • 

0 9 0 

7 

7 

- 

Messrooms  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

35 

30 

5 

Pantries  • • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

— 

" Provision  Storerooms 

• » • 

0 9 0 

12 

12 

— 

Trough  Closets 

• • • 

0 9 0 

47 

40 

7 

Wash-houses  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

105 

95 

10 

Water  Closets  . . . 

• • • 

0 0 0 

139 

121 

18 

Total 

9 9 0 

498 

441 

57 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Berths  • • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

3 

3 

- 

Bunks  • • • 

• • • 

0 9 0 

5 

5 

- 

Cabins  . • ♦ 

• • • 

0 9 0 

11 

11 

- 

Crew’s  Quarters  ... 

• • « 

9 0 0 

52 

52 

— 

Pantries  ... 

• • • 

0 0 9 

1 

1 

- 

Total 

9 9 9 

72 

72 

GRAND 

TOTAL 

9 • 9 

913 

787 

126 

• • c 

• • • 


No.  of  vessels  subject  to  detailed  examination 

" " Notices  Served  ••• 

n ” 11  Complied  with.  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

partially  complied  with  ...  ...  ... 

(a)  Percentage  of  defects  remedied.  ...  

(р)  M M ” of  original  construction  remedied 

(с)  " ” M through  wear  and  tear  remedied 

(d)  ” M " due  to  dirt  and  other  conditions 

prejudicial  to  health  

(e)  " ’’  ” due  to  vermin  remedied. 


909 

337 

242 

41 

86,2 

62,5 

85,1 

88.3 

100.0 
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Table  J.  - (Ministry  of  Health.)  - Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Defects  of 

Structural 

Dirt, Vermin  and 

Ships  inspected 

Original 

Defects  through 

other  conditions 

during  1939 . 

Construction. 

wear  and  tear. 

prejudicial  to 
health. 

909 

80 

263 

570 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

1.  - Action  taken  under  : e 

The  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937. 

The  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925-39. 

The  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934. 

During  the  year  3-jg-  tons  of  grain  was  discovered  unfit  for  milling 
and  destroyed. 

The  Cold  Stores  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found  to  be 
in  good  condition.  137  lbs  of  rabbits  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  destroyed. 

2.  - Shellfish. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Port  Health  Authority. 

3.  - Number  of  Samples  of  Food  Examined  by  : - 

(a)  Bacteriologist. 

Nature  of  Sample  ) 

Result  of  Examination  ) 

(b)  Analyst. 

Nature  of  Sample  ) 

Result  of  Examination  ) 

OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

(a)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  made  frequent  inspections  of  the 
sanitary  conveniences  on  the  dockside  during  the  year.  All  nuisances 
discovered  have  been  reported  upon  and  the  remedial  work  carried  out. 

The  conditions  from  a public  health  point  of  view  are  satisfactory. 

Certificates  in  connection  with  Fire  Escapes  were  applied 
for  and  granted  to  two  Firms. 


j 


( 


8 


(b)  Foreign  Animals  Orders  1910  - 1919, 

These  Orders  prohibit  the  importation  of  animals  into  British 
home  ports  from  scheduled  countries,  and  also  provide  for  the 
disinfection  and  cleansing  of  vessels  on  which  animals  are  carried. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  dogs  and  one  sheep  were  brought 
to  the  port  on  vessels. 

(c)  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930. 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930,  are  still 
in  force,  and  during  the  year,  the  number  of  orders  issued  was  14. 

(d)  Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1920  and  1923. 

Two  certificates  for  supply  of  scheduled  drugs  under  these 
Acts  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Deratisation  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates. 

The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  number  of  Deratisation 
and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  1939. 

Table  H.  - (Ministry  of  Health) 


Number  of  Deratisation  Certificates  issued. 

No . of 

r 

After 

fumigation  with 

After 

Derat- 

Total 

No.  of 
Ships • 

H.C.N. 

Sulphur . 

H.C.N  .& 
Sulphur . 

trapp- 

ing. 

Poison- 

ing. 

Total . 

isat ion 
Certif- 
icates 
issued. 

Certificates 

issued. 

290 

18 

70 

- 

1 

89 

201 

290 

. { 
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